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Welcome to the Boston Philharmonic! 

 

Are you ready to explore a world of music? 

Tonight you will hear pieces that take you on a 

journey through different times and cultures, 

but one to which we can all relate here and now.   

 

Whether this is your first concert or your 

fifteenth, there is always something new to 

discover with classical music.  We hope you have 

fun learning more with the activities and notes 

in this program book designed especially for you!  

 

Enjoy the concert! 

 

             

- The Boston Philharmonic Orchestra Team 
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Percussion: Timpani, Bass Drums, Cymbals, and Triangle 

Instruments in the percussion family make sound when the body 

of the instrument is hit, shaken, tapped, or rubbed by another 

object. Instruments in the percussion family are made of all types 

of materials such as wood, plastic, or metal. 

The string family in the orchestra is made up of the violin, viola, 

cello, and double bass.  A bow made of horse hair glides across 

the strings and creates sound. The harp and guitar are also string 

instruments and their sound is created by plucking or strumming 

their strings. 

Strings: Violin, Viola, Cello, Double Bass, Harp and Guitar  

Woodwinds: Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, and Bassoon 

Instruments in the woodwind family are mostly made of wood, but 

they can sometimes be made of metal. The musician blows into 

the instrument, sometimes through a reed, and a sound is created 

by the air resonating in the body of the instrument. The player 

presses keys on the body of the instrument to block the air and 

change to different notes. 

The brass family gets its name from the brass material that the 

instruments are made of. To create a sound, the musicians use a 

cup-shaped mouthpiece that vibrates against their lips. The sound 

then gets amplified in the body of the instrument. 

Draw a line from the instrument picture to its instrument family! 

Brass: Trumpet, French horn, Trombone, and Tuba 

Answers: 1. Bassoon is in the Woodwind family    2.  Trombone is in Brass 

family  3. Flute is in Woodwind Family 4. Timpani is in Percussion family  

5. Double Bass is in the String family        



 

Mozart is known as one of the 

greatest and most famous 

composers! When he was a boy, his 

father saw the great talent that 

both Mozart and his sister showed 

in their piano playing. He began 

taking them on tour around Europe, 

where they performed concerts for 

kings, queens, and other royalty. 

Mozart began composing from a 

young age and eventually composed 

more than 600 pieces of music! These included symphonies, 

string quartets, concertos for many instruments, piano 

pieces, and more! What he really loved to compose, however, 

were operas. Operas are big pieces of music with an 

orchestra and singers which tell a story— like a musical! 

Mozart was a silly and crazy guy and composed a lot of 

funny comedy operas that you can still see performed today.  

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart  

 (1756-1791) 

Fun fact: By the time Mozart was only 5 years old, he was 

already composing pieces! He wrote his first symphony 

when he was only 8 years old, and his first piano concerto 

when he was 11!  



 5 

Rachmaninoff had an amazing ear and memory! He could hear a 

piece of music and play it back--even after many years!  

Rachmaninoff is considered one of 

the finest pianists of his day and one 

of the most important composers in 

Russia in the early 1900s. He 

received fine training at several 

conservatories and was even 

encouraged by Tchaikovsky, Russia’s 

most famous composer at the time. 

Despite all this, his career moved 

slowly. When his first symphony was 

performed, nobody liked it— critics 

compared it to the Ten Plagues of 

Egypt! He lost all confidence and could not compose anymore. 

Rachmaninoff finally went to a hypnotist, who kept repeating, 

“You will write your concerto...You will write your concerto…” He 

listened to the hypnotist and wrote his Piano Concerto No. 2, 

which became his most famous piece. In 1917, he left Russia and 

toured around Europe, both conducting and playing piano. His 

astonishing piano abilities won him great fame. Fortunately, 

Rachmaninoff recorded much of his playing, so we can still listen 

to them today.  

Sergei Rachmaninoff  
(1873-1943) 



 

Today you will hear the Sinfonia Concertante by Mozart, played by our 

wonderful soloists Miriam Fried and Kim Kashkashian. A 

Concertante is a piece of music where you have one or 

two important musicians who you can see in front of the 

orchestra and who play with the whole orchestra! 

Sometimes the sound of the solo instrument blends in 

with the orchestra, or sometimes 

you can hear it much louder than 

all the other instruments. Today 

you will see Miriam Fried on violin 

and Kim Kashkashian on viola 

playing this concertante with the 

Boston Philharmonic Orchestra.  Listen for the 

moments when they combine their sound to mix with 

the orchestra, or when they bring out their sound to 

be louder and more separate than the orchestra! 

Miriam Fried, Violin 

Kim Kashkashian, Viola 

A viola has a lot of similarities with the violin, but its biggest difference is 

its size! The viola is larger than the violin and also has its strings tuned to 

different notes. The two instruments play together and their sound blends 

beautifully.  

But...what’s the difference between a 

violin and viola?! 
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Let’s see how well you know the violin and viola with this 

trivia game! 

VIOLIN, VIOLA, or BOTH? 

1. The instrument that can make lower sounds is: ___________ 

2. The instrument that has four strings is: _______________ 

3. The instrument that has the most players in the orchestra 

and is divided into two sections is___________ 

4. The instrument with strings tuned to the notes G D A E is 

the: ______________ 

5. The instrument with strings tuned to the notes C G D A is 

the: ________________ 

6. The instrument that plays with a bow made of horse hair is: 

_____________ 

 

 

Answers: 1. Viola  2. Both  3. Violin  4. Violin  5. Viola 6. Both 



 

The orchestra is made up of many different instruments that play 

together to make music. Just like on a baseball team, where everyone has 

a position and a certain job to do in the game, the members of an 

orchestra each have a special role during a performance.  
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Can you draw some instruments from different families in the orchestra? 

Some instruments are easier to draw than others, but each of them 

makes a beautiful and special sound! See if you can draw them like the 

picture and find the correct name for the instrument that you drew. 

Instrument name:  

Instrument name:  

Instrument name:  
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Learn the conducting patterns of the maestro 

The conductor makes sure that everyone in the orchestra is 

playing the correct music at the right time. He or she uses 

different patterns so that the orchestra members can follow 

the tempo (speed) and make sure they are playing together. 

Below are three patterns that the conductor uses. To practice, 

wave your right hand in the air, following the direction of the 

arrows. 

Try This… 

Watch Maestro Zander’s hands 

as he conducts the orchestra 

and see if you can tell which 

pattern he is using. 

1 

2 
3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 



 

Can you be like Mozart and Rachmaninoff— composing your own 

music? Composers draw notes on the music staff. A music staff 

has 5 lines and 4 spaces. As the notes go higher on the staff, the 

instrument playing will have a higher 

sound. First, see if you know all of the 

kinds of notes here and if you can count 

the number of beats they give. Then, 

try composing by drawing your own 

notes on the staff on the next page. If 

you or your friend play an instrument, 

play your composition later and see how 

the piece sounds!  

TYPES OF NOTES 

Quarter Note = 1 beat      Half Note = 2 beats      Whole Note = 4 beats      Eighth Note = half a beat 

= How many beats total? _________________ 

= How many beats total? _________________ 

= How many beats total? _________________ 
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Try composing your own music by drawing notes on the staff!  



 

Performer 

Musicians who play instruments for a living may work in symphony 

orchestras, chamber ensembles, or bands.  
 

School Teacher/Private Instructor 

Musicians can teach in colleges or schools, can give private 

lessons at their homes or in conservatories.  
 

Composer/Songwriter 

Composers create their own pieces to be played by 

musicians at concerts, on the radio, or in movies. 
 

Conductor 

Conductors direct the orchestra, choose the music for the 

orchestra to play, and organize rehearsals. 
 

Recording Artist 

Recording artists play music in a recording studio for CDs, 

television, movies, commercials, and radio. 
 

Musical Journalist/Critic 

Journalists and critics write about and evaluate concerts, 

pieces, musicians, and orchestras.  
 

Technician 

Musicians who understand the mechanics of their 

instruments can do repairs, tuning, and music 

technology .  
 

Music Librarian 

The music librarian is responsible for organizing scores, 

recordings, and music . 
 

Music Therapist 

Some musicians give music therapy to 

emotionally and physically disabled people and to the aged.  
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  A Story for Teaching Concert Etiquette 
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